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Towards a Learning Church - Opportunities for All
The Southampton District is committed to being part of a learning Church.  The annual budget includes an amount for funding learning and training initiatives.  This is administered by the Group for Learning and Discipleship (GLAD) who have a responsibility for overseeing learning and training.

Question:
What’s the principle behind all this?
Answer:
To foster and inspire and stimulate a passion for lifelong learning; to encourage the faith development of the people of God.  We believe that learning about our beliefs, the Bible, worship and our own and the Church’s story help to reinvigorate our commitment to God and to draw us closer to God.

Question:
What’s on offer?
Answer:
A variety of District training/learning events;

Courses for lay and ordained people at Sarum College,

Salisbury;

Courses for lay and ordained people run by our own and partner denominations and many other reputable organisations;

Question:
Is there any help with funding?
Answer:
Yes!

The normal grant protocol we operate is half each from the District, the local circuit, contributions from oneself if able and willing.
Please Note:
In principle, he District would like to ‘one half fund’ all those who wish to take up learning opportunities.  Judgements will be made on the basis of the following criteria:

*
consistency with the District’s priorities - ie evangelism, work with young people, identifying with the vulnerable, stepping out in faith;

*
likelihood of personal spiritual growth;

*
general usefulness to local church, circuit or District.

Question:

What’s the catch?
Answer:

There isn’t one - but if you are awarded a grant we may ask for some feedback about the course/event.  A form to enable you to do this will be sent to you. 
Question:

What next?
Answer:
            If you have any queries or need further information, contact the secretary of the Group for Learning And Discipleship:  Fran Jenkins, 93, Ringwood Road, Southsea, Hampshire, PO4 9JJ; fran.jenkins@btinternet.com                     


If not, then don’t delay - apply for funding using the form overleaf!

Funding for Learning and Discipleship - Application Form
Name:  
Address:  

Phone:    

           Email:  
Circuit:  
                                                  Church: 

Course to be undertaken/Event to be attended:  
Date(s) of course / event:  
Organised by:  
Total Cost of Course/Event: 
       
                     Estimated Actual Travel Costs:  
Are you a church member?

Please give brief details of your current church/circuit involvements - no more than 15 words!

Please tell us about any other Church sponsored training you’ve undertaken in the last 2 years.

To help us in our decision making please fill in this section.  Make notes - sentences not needed!

A
District Priorities:
How does this course/event match the District Priorities? (it should benefit you as an individual and the church)
B
Personal Spiritual Growth:  Give us a glimpse of your current spiritual journey and how this
       learning opportunity might help.

C
Previous Funding:  If you have received District funding previously, please give the date.

D
What do you hope to gain from this learning opportunity? What do you hope to do as a result?
Please return the completed form to:   
Fran Jenkins; 93, Ringwood Road, Southsea, Hants, PO4 9JJ
fran.jenkins@btinternet.com

NB  GLAD meetings normally take place in October, January/February and May.
