Our Zambia link:
April is the end of the rainy season, and we join with people in Zambia to give thanks that there have been sufficient rains this time – though it will need another season or two of good rain to restore the level of Lake Kariba and better electricity supplies.
In the United Church of Zambia (UCZ), there will be ordination of ministers on Sunday, April 6th; pray for the women and men being ordained. Each UCZ minister working with local congregations has  several thousand Christians in their congregations.
Palm Sunday – 13th April, this year – is the biggest day of public Christian witness in Zambia,
with processions and open-air worship in most parts of the country. Congregations of different denominations worship together out of doors and then go in procession to the local hospital or hospice to present gifts for the patients.
	Primary and secondary schools have two weeks holiday from 14th April, and, as well as Good Friday and Easter Monday, another public holiday this month is Kenneth Kaunda Day - April 28th.
	Kenneth Kaunda was the president of Zambia from independence in 1964 until 1991. He died in 2021, aged 97, and his birthday – April 28 – was made a public holiday to honour his memory as the founder of the nation and to sustain his ideals of national unity and respect and care for one another.
	Dr Kenneth Kaunda’s memory is especially precious within the UCZ because he was the son of 
Rev David Kaunda, a Church of Scotland minister,
and was a church person all his life. The UCZ congregation that Amesbury Methodist Church is linked with – St Andrew’s UCZ, Lusaka – is very near State House, where Kenneth Kaunda and his family lived while he was President; his wife, Betty, sometimes worshipped there on Sunday mornings - in the tiny church dwarfed now by the huge newer St Andrew’s church building.
	Celebrations of the 60th jubilee of the UCZ continue, and on 26th April there will be a General Conference of the UCZ remembering the heroes and heroines of the church and of the missions which united to form the church in 1965.
	Continue to pray for our linked church -the Lusaka presbytery of the UCZ – as they pray for us.
	   Cecil King
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