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Dear Family and Friends

By his divine power, God has given us everything we need for living a godly life. We have received all of this by coming to know him, the one who called us to himself by means of his marvellous glory and excellence. 2 Peter 1:3

We chose the verse above as it encapsulates well the past three months for us here in Mwandi. God has provided and continues to provide us generously with everything we need for our life and work here. Relying on his promises he provides the strength and resources we need, the spiritual as well as the material. Living on a Mission, one has to balance the spiritual, with the practical everyday tasks, through prayer, reading Scripture and living out our faith and calling in love and service to others.

Again, we have lost dear friends who supported our work, including Rev Francois Escande, who served as a young Minister at Mwandi in the 1960s and looked after Lozi ministers studying in France; also Peggy Balliet from Birmingham Alabama who was a regular visitor. Sadly others who needed our help here, the latest being Wiseman (Wise) Sikazwe who worked for a time with the Sheltered Workshop

We continue the work here with your support and prayers. We are about to celebrate virtually the 90th Birthday of a Methodist Missionary to Zambia, Ann Roussel, who taught French at Chipembi Girls for many years, from 1961. She too looked after former pupils who were studying in England and stayed in touch. Zoom meetings are a really marvellous way of keeping in touch with individuals and congregations. We use them regularly to update and be updated.

As usual, we have a fairly constant stream of visitors. Professor Verna Case  arrived in July with her Pre-Med students, who this year were looking at the consequences and implication of USAid’s withdrawal at various levels in the health system. Related to this a PCUSA Church has helped the hospital to keep 5 vital health workers in their jobs.

 We collected John Sinclair from Woking URC, who send knitting to Ida in Livingstone. John is a keen piper and played my grandfather’s chanter for the children at OVC during his devotion. He is beginning a theology degree now. 

From the same church more recently, we met  with Chris and Mary Temple in Livingstone. Chris is from a multi-generational Methodist missionary family and his father founded the David Livingstone College of Education. It was a mutual pleasure to introduce them to the Western Presbytery Executive meeting, where I also celebrated my 70th birthday.
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          Temples Visit                                                             Keiths 70th Birthday

With your help we have seen Twambo and Paul complete their studies as Critical Care Nurses, Prisca begin Pharmacy, and Ocrin Ophthalmology. Many of you are working at raising funds for us to purchase a truck and latest reports suggest we have now reached our target. Many thanks to all who organised this and contributed. This will make our procurement and transport so much easier to organise and should reduce the cost of builds.

As Presbytery Education Convenor Keith has worked with the Head of Sikuzu Primary School and PTA to acquire funding for two VIP latrines from HATW. The school already has a 5000l tank and an unused tank stand will be moved to improve the water situation at the school. 

Through the Church of Scotland we will manage to purchase 100 Silozi Bibles from the Zambian Bible Society. They have been out of print for some considerable time but are now being printed in China and should arrive in November. We have applied to the Czech Embassy again for help with replacing and modernising the lighting system in the operating theatre. We have also received the promise of support for Kandiana for another year to cover one salary and contribute towards food and other household materials as required.

Other good news is that we received through the Constituency Development Fund a new ambulance, the other two vehicles being used had seen better days and the appalling state of the road had led to them being parked with expensive suspension troubles. Whilst the new state of the art laboratory is under construction the hospital took delivery of a Vidas Cube donated by friends. This will allow amongst other things measure thyroids activity before operations and help identify bloods so we can once more set up a blood bank locally for donors to provide our own blood for operations and transfusions
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                Vidas Cube Donation                                       Vidas Cube Training

Ida has been granted another two-year extension to her contract. Over the past four years, she has been helping to upgrade the Hospital from a Primary Care facility to a General Hospital offering a greater variety of specialities. By extending the contract, she can continue to offer and contribute the necessary support to the hospital and the team to achieve its objectives in the areas of greater specialisms, which is part of the strategic plan, by serving as Mission Partner for Health at Mwandi for another term. Keith is retiring, at the end of this year and is happy to accompany and support Ida, as a spouse., and undertake any necessary mission work in a voluntary capacity.

Ida will be busy with CHAZ business in Lusaka, all next week as she is preparing for the last Board Meeting, prior to the General Conference and the appointment of the new board and new executive.

In the coming weeks we expect the arrival of two Chilean Doctors and an Australian Anaesthetist who have offered their services for a year. Their presence will help fill gaps until we are finally but gradually given our general hospital establishment.

In conclusion we give thanks for God’s loving kindness and provision for us to do our work in faith and assurance.

With our love

Keith & Ida

PS On Friday we picked up the UK Visa for Ellie, our foster-daughter, so she will be with us and the family from 8 November to 8 January when she flies back to school in Zambia.
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