On  Wednesday 4th February 2026,  I went into the Theological College for the 6.30am Independence Day service in the College Chapel, followed by the raising of the flag outside (see photo attached)  and the singing of the National Anthem in Sinhala and Tamil. It is 78 years since Independence. 
 
I found it  very emotional – the country is in such a  better position than it was when we left in 2010, and on our previous visits – 2013 and 2017, despite the recent cyclone, whose devastation is still evident in certain areas.   The new Government is such an improvement on previous  years of dynastic families ruling the country (4 since independence) and is tackling  many  serious issues and in 18 months has achieved a lot.    We met many former students, former colleagues, and friends and all remain positive about what has been achieved in such a short time and there seems to be an end for the moment of identity politics and people voting on ethnic lines.   We have never heard in any country such universal support for a  Government,  of course there are nuances  and some criticisms but everyone we have met is pleased with such a dramatic change. The group who are not happy are the extreme Buddhist monks who used to be very powerful but now  no longer receive special treatment… but that is another story. 
 
The preacher at the Chapel  Service was one of our former students who is now Archdeacon in the Diocese of Kurunegala.
 
Here is the Prayer for Independence Day from the National  Christian Council of Sri Lanka    
 
“Almighty God, your wisdom and your love are over all; accept  the prayers we offer for our nation, now united as one people of late devastated by violence, corruption and politicisation.
 
Give integrity to its citizens and wisdom to those in authority, that harmony, peace and justice maybe secured in obedience to your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever. Amen.”
 
 
Sadly, the optimism we found in the Country on our arrival has been dampened rather  badly  by the war in the Middle East for reasons which include 
1. A massive increase in fuel prices and  rationing of fuel.  All Government offices and schools etc  are now closed on Wednesdays to save fuel. 
 
2.  Great loss in tourists coming to the country.  
 
I know there are  ethical issues about flying and tourism,  but Sri Lanka had had its best month for tourism ever in January 2026. However  in March people were talking about a 50% loss  in tourist revenue.  That will mean loss of jobs and livelihoods. 
 
And  3. Nearly one million Sri Lankans work in various countries in the Middle East, sending moneys home to families.  A lot of them are in the hospitality industry and they are now stuck  in empty hotels. There are no flights out and in any event if they leave, they would lose their jobs. One person we spoke told us about a friend of his who  was in a hotel in Dubai and heard a bomb go off nearby  and another person we know  has   a  brother in Qatar who  described is as just as Covid all over again.  
  
So, we left a country  rather angry at Trump and  Netanyahu…
 
A Prayer for Iran and the Middle East from the Cathedral of Salisbury
 
Ever-loving God
Who hears us in our anguish and distress and longs for us to be free.
We pray for the people of Iran and the wider Middle East, at this time of fear and uncertainty, and all affected by the War there.
Be near to those who are anxious:
Bring comfort to all who are suffering.
Guide those with the power to make decisions, and lead them in the ways of wisdom, compassion and moderation: that people of goodwill would seek harmony and reconciliation. 
Join us with our Christian brothers and sisters in all places, in praying for peace and justice, through him who is the Prince of Peace, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

